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i s  v i t a l .  

Medi te r ranean  r e g i o n  

t o  ~ u r o ~ e ' s  i n t e r e s t s .  I n  f a c t ,  t h e  Medi te r ranean  

c a n  l o g i c a l l y  be 
9 

viewed a d j u n c t  Europe,  and our  

p o l i c i e s  towards  t h e  r e g i o n  could be l a r g e l y  c a s t  i n  terms 

of our r e l a t i o n s  t o  Europe. 

Yet t h e  n o r t h  and c e n t r a l  European c o u n t r i e s  have n o t  

tended t o  s e e  t h e  Medi te r ranean  a s  a r e g i o n  whose s e c u r i t y  

0 

r e q u i r e d  t h e i r  p a r t i c i p a t i o n .  

[Omitted here is discussion unrelated to North Africa.] 

The p i c t u r e  i s  n o t  q u i t e  t h i s  s t a t i c ,  however, and t h e r e  

has  been some movement i n  t h e  p a s t  s e v e r a l  y e a r s  a s  a  r e s u l t  

o f ,  t h e  Europeansr growing economic and p o l i t i c a l  c a p a b i l i t i e s ,  
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the-increased Soviet presence, and the deteriorating political 
- 

s i t u a t i o n  i n  much of the North Africa and the Middle East. 

[Omitted here is discussion unrelated to North Africa.] 
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France  

DeGaulle saw t h e  Medi te r ranean  r e g i o n  as  an impor t an t  

a r c a  f o r  clcvcloping h i s  t h i r d  f o r c e  concep t  - -  i n  a s e n s e ,  

t h e  fu lc rum o f  t h e  l e v e r  t h a t  was t o  s t r e t c h  from Sou thea s t  
8 

A s i a  t o  L a t i n  America. He sought  t o  c i r c u m s c r i b e  t h e  US 

r o l e  and p r e s t i g e  and r e v e r s e d  F r a n c e '  s p r o - I s r a e l i  p o l i c y  

o f  t h e  1956 w a r  t o  b r i n g  i t  more i n t o  l i n e  w i t h  t h e  a s p i r a -  

t i o n s  o f  t h e  Arabs .  Under Pompidou, t h e  Med i t e r r anean  h a s  

assumed an  even  more c e n t r a l  r o l e .  The new F rench  l e a d e r -  

s h i p  h a s  e v i d e n t l y  dec ided  t o  husband i t s  r e s o u r c e s  by 

r e t r e n c h i n g  on some o f  DeGaulle ' s d i s t a n t  e n t e r p r i s e s  and 

c o n c e n t r a t i n g  on  t h e  promis ing a r e a  n e a r e r  t o  home. 

Pompidou h a s  moved ta s t r e n g t h e n  t h e r e  t h e  French  

p o s i t i o n  i n  t h e  Med i t e r r anean  r e g i o n  by:  

-- removing p o l i t i c a l  i r r i t a n t s  and c o n t i n u i n g  i n v e s t -  

ment and a i d  t e c h n i c a l  a s s i s t a n c e  programs t o  r e i n f o r c e  t h e  

French  p o s i t i o n  i n  t h e  former  Nor th  A f r i c a n  t e r r i t o r i e s .  

-- t r y i n g  a s s i d u o u s l y  t o  keep g r e a t  power i n t e r v e n t i o n  

i n  the A r a b - I s r a e l i  d i s p u t e  i n  a four-power ar rangement  w i t h  

French  p a r t i c i p a t i o n ;  

--  promoting arms sales (and t h u s  i n c r e a s i n g  F r a n c e ' s  

i n £  l uence )  i n  Spa in ,  Maghreb, Greece ,  and I r a q ;  
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-- t a k i n g  a  concerned view o f  deve lopments  i n  Lebanon; 
-.  \" -- t o y i n g  wi'&.ideas f o r  a n e u t r a l i z a t i o n  o f  t h e  

-1 

Medi te r ranean  and showing i n c r e a s i n g  i n t e r e s t  i n  some s o r t  

o f  Western Med i t e r r anean  e n t e n t e ;  
a 

-- and,  most  d r a m a t i c a l l y ,  a g r e e i n g  t o  s e l l  Mirage 

a i r c r a f t  t o  L ibya  as t h e  f i r s t  s t e p  i n  a broad program o f  

economic and m i l i t a r y  c o o p e r a t i o n .  

I n  sum, F r a n c e  h a s  r e a s s e r t e d  i t s e l f  a s  a f o r c e  t o  

be reckoned w i t h  i n  t h e  Med i t e r r anean  r e g i o n .  

F r a n c e ' s -  i n t e r e s t s  i n  t h e  Med i t e r r anean  a r e  n o t  o n l y  

t h e  p roduc t  o f  i t s  q u e s t  f o r  g r a n d e u r .  It r e l i e s  on  L ibya  

and A l g e r i a  f o r  45 p e r c e n t  ,of  i t s  o i l ,  and I r a q  c o n t r i b u t e s  

a n o t h e r  20 p e r c e n t .  P roceeds  from sales o f  arms c o n t r i b u t e  

s i g n i f i c a n t l y  t o  F r ench  f o r e i g n  exchange e a r n i n g s .  A s o l i d  

p o s i t i o n  i n  Nor th  A f r i c a  h e l p s  e n s u r e  con t i nued  a c c e s s  t o  

and i n f l u e n c e  i n  Francophone Black A f r i c a .  An a c t i v e  Medi- 

t e r r a n e a n  p o l i c y  o f f e r s  some hope o f  d e v e l o p i n g  s t r e n g t h  

a g a i n s t  a S o v i e t  p r e s e n c e  i n  t h e  Med i t e r r anean  t h a t  t h e  

F r ench  view w i t h  conce rn  and an  American p r e s e n c e  t h a t  t h e y  

view w i t h  something l e s s  t h a n  en thus iasm.  

DECLASSIFIED 
PA/HO Department of State 
E.O. 12958, as amended 
September 6, 2007



The French  a r e  aware,  however, t h a t  t h e  American 
- 

presence  i s  s t i l l  e s s e n t i a l .  Even i n  t h e  d a r k c s t  d a y s  of  

t h e  Frat~co-US r c l a t i o n s h L p ,  DeGaullc made c l c a r  t h a t  hc 

d i d  n o t  want t o  s e e  t h e  S i x t h  F l e e t  withdrawn. Indeed ,  
v 

i t  i s  t h e  p r o t e c t i v e  umbre l l a  o f  t h e  US p re sence  t h a t  en-  

a b l e s  F rance  t o  pursue  i t s  Medi te r ranean  p o l i c y .  

F rench  hopes  o f  o f f e r i n g  an a l t e r n a t i v e  t o  bo th  t h e  

U .  S. and t h e  USSR a r e  f a r  from r e a l i z a t i o n  and t h e i r  p ro-  

s p e c t s  o f  becoming t h e  p r e f i e r  power i n  t h e  Medi te r ranean  

are a c t u a l l y  s l i m .  The o t h e r  r e g i o n a l  s t a t e s  a r e  no more 

e n t h u s i a s t i c  about  French  domina t ion  t han  t h e y  would be 

abou t  Sov i e t  o r  U .  S. hegemony. P a r t i c u l a r l y  t h e  former  

French  c o l o n i e s  are anx ious  t o  d i v e r s i f y  t h e i r  s u p p o r t  i n  
c o l o n i a l  

o r d e r  t o  avoid  t h e  r e i m p o s i t i o n  of  a d e  f a c t o / s i t u a t i o n  

p r e s i d e d  ove r  by F rance .  The E a s t e r n  Arabs ,  w h i l e  welcom- 

i n g  F r a n c e ' s  a t t i t u d e ,  know w e l l  t h a t  o n l y  t h e  USSR o r  t h e  

U .  S. c an  d e c i s i v e l y  i n f l u e n c e  a f f a i r s  i n  t h e i r  r e g i o n .  

A French  r o l e  cou ld  be  e f f e c t i v e  as t h e  p r i n c i p a l  

component o f  i n c r e a s e d  European involvement  i n  Medi te r ranean  

a f f a i r s .  It  i s  d i f f i c u l t  t o  e n v i s i o n  F r a n c e  s h a r i n g  a  

l e a d e r s h i p  p o s i t i o n  w i t h  o t h e r s ,  however, and t h e  o t h e r  

Europeans would p robab ly  f i n d  F rance  an  ex t r eme ly  d i f f i c u l t  

p a r t n e r  . 

DECLASSIFIED 
PA/HO Department of State 
E.O. 12958, as amended 
September 6, 2007



. . .  . .. ..... . . .. .. . ..... . 
, . .  

. . .  . . . 
. . - 36 

We, t o o ,  might  f i n d  F r a n c e ' s  r o l e  a  d i f f i c u l t  one .  

It h a s  a l r e a d y  been u n h e l p f u l  i n  t h e  A r a b - I s r a e l i  q u e s t i o n ,  

and i s  n o t  l i k e l y  t o  be  amenable t o  s u g g e s t i o n s  from u s  on 

i t s  Med i t e r r anean  p o l i c y .  On t h e  o t h e r  hand,  F r a n c e  h a s  
* 

:.-.. 1 
, -  I a l r e a d y  played a u s e f u l  r o l e  i n  A l g e r i a  by p r o v i d i n g  an 

a l t e r n a t i v e  t o  S o v i e t  itlvo lvemen t , and even  t h e  Libyan 

a i r c r a f t  sale c a n  be s een  i n  a s i m i l a r  l i g h t .  
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